
MINUTES OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF ALASKA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA v. PETER KOTT

THE HONORABLE JOHN W. SEDWICK 3:07-cr-00056 JWS

PROCEEDINGS: ORDER FROM CHAMBERS January 15, 2008

At docket 307 defendant Kott asks the court to delay the date when he must
report to commence serving his sentence from January 17, 2008, until February 1,
2008.  The request is based on the fact that defendant's daughter is expected to give
birth to a child on or about January 21, 2008.  The United States filed an opposition to
the motion at docket 310.

Defendant was convicted of three felony charges involving public corruption.  The
jury's verdicts were returned and filed on September 25, 2007.  On December 7, 2007,
defendant was sentenced to serve a term of 72 months of incarceration.  Over objection
by the United States, the court allowed defendant to self-surrender upon designation by
the Bureau of Prisons ("BOP") of the facility where his sentence would be served.   BOP
has recently designated the institution and established a report date of January 17,
2008.

While it is impossible not to have some solicitude for defendant's request, on
balance it would be inappropriate to grant the relief sought.  To begin with, it must be
observed that defendant's crimes are serious ones involving breach of the public trust,
so that further delay is inconsistent with the gravity of the offenses.  Second, prior to the
designation of the facility, defendant was given special permission to travel outside the
District of Alaska for family activities and personal matters.  Third, defendant has had
ample time to put his affairs in order.  Fourth, a child whose due date is January 21
might not be born until after February 1, giving rise to a request for further delay.  Fifth,
even were the child born prior to February 1, there could be complications attendant on
the birth which would prompt a request for additional delay. 

For the reasons above, the motion at docket 307 is DENIED.
______________
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